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A Message from the President

The volunteers on your Board of Directors continues to devote themselves to your welfare. Please take
a moment to thank them for their service, including a kind word for our hard-working inspector, Mike
Meza. Collectively, your board members spend several hundred hours each month on your behalf.

September was an intense month for your directors because we all participated in the mandatory
Biennial Fire Inspections. We checked all 492 units for safety and compliance. Our new landscaping
company is beautifying our Mutual, our repiping project is complete and we have new roofs on 3
buildings.

Topic of the Month: Feedins Squirrels

It is against California law to feed any form of wildlife [California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title
14, section 251.1]. Mutual 5 Policy 7590.G conforms to this state law. Here is why it's important:

FEAR OF HUMANS-People often think they are just feeding cute, fiirry critters. As a result,
many of our squirrels have no fear of humans, and some of them have become aggressive.

INJUMES-Wild animals being fed by humans, having lost their fear of people, create the risk
that shareholders will be bitten and suffer significant injury, which may create liability for the
Mutual.

DAMAGES—Squirrels take the nuts they are fed and bury them. Their favorite targets are
gardens, potted plants and greenbelts. The avid gardeners among us frequently find their plants
uprooted and laying on their sides, with roots exposed, after a squirrel has buried nuts. And
squirrels return to dig them up, uprooting plants yet again.

PREDATORS-Handouts of food rarely meet the nutritional needs of wildlife and may cause
those animals to gather and remain in small areas around the source of food. Human-to-wildlife
interaction invites larger more aggressive predators, such as coyotes, to come to the area looking
for food. This is a danger to humans and their pets.

PETS EN PERIL-Our squirrel population is significant. Predators are drawn to food sources and
our abundance of squirrel food, squirrels and bunnies is the bait. Many beloved family pets have
been the unintended victims of coyotes. A pet is just another squirrel to a coyote.

• REPORT VIOATIONS-Although your neighbors may be well-intentioned, they are breaking
the law and Mutual mles by encouraging wild animals to get too comfortable around humans.
Please report any feeding of wildlife to your Mutual Director and a violation letter will be
issued.

LET'S WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE MUTUAL 5 THE PMDE OF LEISURE WORLD!



OCTOBER LANDSCAPE REPORT

THE WINTER SEEDING WILL BEGIN AFTER THE
OCTOBER 22ND MOW AND THEN WE WILL BEGIN THE
WINTER MOWING SEASON OF EVERY OTHER WEEK

STARTING ON NOVEMBER 5TH.

OUR NEXT PROJECT WILL BE THE FALL TREE
TRIMMING FOR THE LARGER TREES AS THE SMALLER
ONES ARE TRIMMED AS NEEDED DURING REGULAR

GARDENING TIMES.

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE ARE
BRINGING BACK OUR BUY A TREE PROGRAM. THE

COST HAS BEEN REDUCED FROM $500.00 TO $200.00.
FOR ANYONE WHO'S INTERESTED PLEASE CALL THE
LANDSCAPE HOTLINE AND WE WILL CONTACT YOU

WITH FURTHER INFORMATION.



Laundry Report
October 16, 2019

Laundry expenses for this month totaled $945.50. Keep reporting any a problems
in the laundry rooms. If you don't call they don't get fixed.

A quick informational note:

The Eco cycle on the new SpeedQueen washers uses only COLD water. I know
manty of you want to do your bit for the environment but, I'm issuing this
information so that you understand what the Eco cycle actually does.

In laundry room 91 we have a new Maytag with an Eco cycle. They only fill the
tank halfway when you use the Eco cycle. If you're okay with doing your washing
with only half the water the please use the Eco cycle on the new Maytag.

Thanks Kevin Powell Laundry Director



Mutual Administration Director’s Report 
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Candle Fire Safety 
Don’t let this 

 
turn into this 

 
 
With the holiday season rapidly arriving and with cooler fall temperatures here, many of 
us enjoy the warmth and light offered by a candle.  Candles are decorative, come in 
many pleasing aromas, and can offer ready and simple light during power outages and 
emergencies.  BUT the use of candles has also resulted in the following statistics (as 
provided by the U.S. Fire Administration): 

• On average, 42 home candle fires are reported every day. 
• More than half of all candle fires start when something that could burn, such as 

furniture, mattresses or bedding, curtains, or decorations too close to the candle. 
• In one-fifth (20%) of candle fires, the candles are unattended or abandoned. 
• Over one-third (36%) of home candle fires begin in the bedroom. 
• Falling asleep is a factor in 12% of home candle fires and 36% of the associated 

deaths. 
• December is the peak time of year for home candle fires.  In December, 13% of 

home candle fires begin with decorations compared to 4% the rest of the year. 
• One-half of home candle fire deaths occur between 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m. 
• Young children and older adults have the highest death risk from candle fires. 
• The risk of fatal candle fires appears higher when candles are used for light.  



 
If you use a candle, please make sure to follow the following candle safety tips: 

• Consider using battery-operated or electric flameless candles and fragrance 
warmers, which can look, smell, and feel like real candles – without the flame. 

• If you do use candles, ensure they are in sturdy metal, glass, or ceramic holders, 
and placed where they cannot be easily knocked over. 

• Avoid using candles in bedrooms and sleeping areas. 
• Extinguish candles after use and before going to bed. 
• Keep candles at least 12 inches from anything that can burn. 
• Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets. 
• Set a good example by using matches, lighters, and fire carefully. 
• Never use a candle where medical oxygen is being used. The two can combine 

to create a large, unexpected fire. 
• Always use a flashlight – not a candle – for emergency lighting. 
• Never put candles on a Christmas tree. 
• When using in-home worship, do not place lit candles in windows where blinds 

and curtains can close over them, or pass handheld candles from one person to 
another. To lower the risk of fire, candles should be used by only a few 
designated adults. 

• And NEVER leave burning candles unattended! 

 Remember!  Candle fires are PREVENTABLE.  The top six days for home 
candle fires are: 

●Halloween        ●Thanksgiving       ●December 23             ●Christmas Eve 
●Christmas Day                         ●New Year’s Day 

In the event of a fire, remember time is the biggest enemy and every second counts! 

Escape first, and then call 911 for help.  Develop a home fire escape plan and practice it 
frequently, and do not forget about that important emergency “grab-and-go bag”.  Never 
stand up in a fire, always crawl low under the smoke, and try to keep your mouth 
covered.  Never return to a burning building for any reason:  it may cost you your life. 



MOSQUITO SOURCE GHECKIIST FOR HOME INSPECTION
The best method to reduce mosquito breeding on your property is to limit the number of potential
sources. Walk your yard and check to see how many of these breeding sites you have on your
property. If standing water is found, remove the water or remove the source. If the source is not
removed, you must check weekly for standing water to prevent mosquito breeding.

Use this checklist to help you find and eliminate all the places that mosquitoes breed around your home. Remember to remain
vigilant to keep containers free of standing water all year long.

COMMON HOUSEHOID ITEMS HOW TO CORRECT

Any container capable of holding at
least a teaspoon of water 1/4" deep
Buckets, watering cans, drinking glasses,
styrofoam cups, bottle caps, other trash
that can hold water

Old tires

Pet water bowls

Potted plant saucers

Throw away, turn over, empty once a week or drill holes in the bottom.

Tarps or other plastic covers, flexible
sandbox covers

Garbage cans, other barrels, recycling
bins. Upturned garbage can lids

BUILDING & STRUCTURES

Store inside or turn over. If trash, throw away.

Dispose of at your local recycling facility. If used for playground equipment,
drill holes for water to run. If on ground, be sure holes are not blocked by debris.

Rinse out once a week.

Empty saucers or flush out with garden hose once a week. Remove saucers
from under plants. Place fine aquarium gravel in saucers.

Drain water trapped in folds and arrange so that water runs off.

Keep cans covered or drill holes in bottom. Keep lid on can or turned so water
runs off. If collecting rain water, cover with screen.

HOW TO CORRECT

Dripping outdoor faucets and window air If puddling, repair faucet. Place rocks under window air conditioner to ensure
conditioners water runs off or fill hole with dirt..

^^^^^^SSeas Remove 9rass and weed c"PPin9s so water can flow and/or drain free]y-
Gutters, including "covered" types

Hollow fence posts without caps

Old playground equipment

Sump pumps

Under decks, porches or outbuildings:
stored items, depressions in dirt or
plastic ground linings

AROUND THE BACKYARD / GARDEN

Clean so water runs freely..

Put caps on open chain link or plastic fence posts.

Remove and dispose of. If it must be stored, put under cover.
Be sure water drains off.

Cover with screening

Fill in depressions. Remove or turn over any stored items that hold water.

HOWTOCORBECT

Base of patio umbrella or portable
basketball stand

Bird baths

Bromeliads (plants that hold water)

Ornamental ponds and fountains

Outdoor grills

Plastic in gardens to prevent weeds

Wheelbarrow stored outside

Fill with sand or, if filled with water, be sure to screw on plug. Keep water out of
depressions on stand also

Dump out once a week or flush out with garden hose.

Turn plant over to dump water. For plants too large to turn over, flush out cavities
with garden hose once a week. Discard or remove from landscaping if possible.

Stock with mosquitofish, apply larvicide or filter/aerate water..

Keep covered. Be sure vent is closed also..

Use landscape cloth that will allow water to pass through instead of plastic sheets
that hold water.

Store upside down when not in use.



CHIIDREN'STOYS HOW TO CORRECT
Portable basketball hoops

Kiddie pools

Sand boxes

Toys, wagons, etc.

Deflated toys

RECREATION

Boats, canoes

Jet skis

Pool pumps and drains

Pools, spas, unused or abandoned
swimming pools

Old playground equipment

Sump pumps

Make sure caps for fill holes are in place; replace if lost.

Empty or change water in kiddie pools every 5-7 days. Store indoors or turn over
when not in use.

Drill small drainage holes on the bottom of sand box.

Keep toys turned over or inside when not in use. If water can get inside the plastic
toy, so can a mosquito - drill drainage holes in the bottom.

Drain off water, dry out, and store indoors when not in use.

HOW TO CORRECT

Pump out bilges. Turn over canoes and small boats. If not possible to turn over,
dump out after each rain. .

Rinse out the foot depressions with a hose every .

Check weekly to ensure water is draining from area.

Turn over kiddie pools when not in use. Contact the District for mosquitofish when
swimming pools and spas are in non-operational condition.If draining, use wet/dry
vacuum to remove water.

Remove and dispose of. If it must be stored, put under cover.
Be sure water drains off.

Cover with screening

Under decks, porches or outbuildings: Fill in depressions. Remove or turn over any stored items that hold water.
stored items, depressions in dirt or
plastic ground linings

INSIDE THE HOME

Flower vase with floral arrangements

Holiday items such as tree stands

Pet water bowls

Potted plants with saucers

Small, decorative fountains or
water features

Standing water in disconnected pipes
exposed during home renovations

Stagnant toilet water

Toilet bowl brush holder

Under kitchen sink

HOW TO CORRECT

Replace water every few days. Scrub interior of vase to eliminate mosquito eggs.

Replace water at least once a week and scrub thoroughly before storage.

Rinse out once a week.

Empty saucers once a week. Remove saucers from under plants.

Maintain in operational condition or drain entirely

Temporarily seal disconnected pipes until plumbing system is in working order

Flush water in extra toilet regularly.

Drain water collected on the bottom of container regularly.

Keep space beneath sink clear and free of damp.

Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control District
714.971.2421 ·www.ocvector.org
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Mosquito
Prevention

Tips & Tricks'
Beyond the nuisance factor, mosquitoes can cause
sickness and death through the disease agents they
can cany including Zika and West Nile virus.

Preventing mosquito bites is key. The Orange
County Mosquito and Vector Control District
offers the following tips:
• Apply mosquito repellents to exposed skin before

going outdoors; reapply as recommended

• Wear repellent containing DEET®, Picaridin, IR3535,
or oil of lemon eucalyptus

• Close all unscreened doors and windows to prevent
mosquitoes from entering your home or space; repair
broken or damaged screens

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, and opt for
lighter colored clothing

Eliminating mosquito breeding sources
from your property is critical:

• Dump and drain any containers filled with water at least
once a week

• Clean and scrub bird baths and pet water bowl weekly
• Dump water from potted plant saucers

• Do not transport or share plant stems rooted in water
• Drill a hole or puncture containers to eliminate

standing water

ŵm

714.971.2421 • 949.654.24211
www.ocvector.org
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