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Purpose 1 

 2 

Mutual Five’s landscaping is intended to enhance its ambience and add to the Shareholders’ 3 

enjoyment of its cooperative-living style. These rules and standards are designed to outline the 4 

responsibilities of the resident and the Mutual. Shareholders must always be mindful of the 5 

attractiveness of their gardens for the sake of the neighbors who must look at them every day. 6 

The Board of Directors is responsible for inspections and enforcement for the benefit of all. 7 

 8 

1. Turf Areas 9 

 10 

The maintenance of all turf areas is the exclusive responsibility of the Mutual. 11 

 12 

1.1. Mowing: To facilitate mowing, any Board approved hardscape items shall be 13 

removed by the resident from the turf area before scheduled mowing begins and 14 

may be returned after mowing is completed. 15 

 16 

1.2. No items, such as rugs that may impede mowers, may be placed on a walkway. 17 

 18 

1.3. In performing their duties, the gardeners shall use labor-saving, efficient 19 

equipment, such as blowers, as per contract. 20 

 21 

1.4. Mutual turf areas may be temporarily used by resident from sunrise to sunset for 22 

such reasons as, but is not limited to yard sales, construction activity; moving; or 23 

picnics. Any damage to the turf from such activities shall be the financial 24 

responsibility of the resident unit’s resident /owner. 25 

 26 

1.5. Mutual turf areas where the Mutual has granted temporary authority to a resident 27 

to build a Patio or Paved Seating Area is covered by Rule 05-7415-1 – Porch 28 

and Patio Regulations. 29 

 30 

1.6. Residents are not permitted to hand - water or fertilize the grass. 31 

 32 

2. Turf Areas – Trees 33 

 34 

2.1. Tree removal or planting: A majority vote of the Board of Directors must be 35 

obtained prior to planting or removing any trees in the Mutual - except for storm 36 

damaged trees. Such damaged trees may be removed at the discretion of the 37 

Landscape Committee. 38 

 39 

2.2. Shareholders are not permitted to plant or remove trees either on the common 40 
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ground turf or within their gardens. 41 
 42 

2.3. Tree wells: 43 

2.3.1. Residents are prohibited from planting vegetation or placing any 44 

ornamental items within the tree wells on the common areas or 45 

greenbelts. 46 

2.3.2. Residents are not permitted to hand-water the tree wells. 47 

 48 

2.4. All pruning of the common area/greenbelt trees shall be done under the direction 49 

of the Mutual Landscaper. 50 

 51 

2.5. Donating trees: The Board of Directors encourages the donation of trees to 52 

enhance the Mutual’s appearance. They provide shade and improve and 53 

enhance the common areas of the Mutual. To donate a tree, shareholders should 54 

send a proposal in writing to the Board of Directors about the type of tree and 55 

the location where it is to be planted. The proposal will be discussed and voted 56 

upon at a Monthly Board Meeting. After approval, the tree will be planted by the 57 

Mutual at the shareholder’s expense. 58 

 59 

3. Turf Areas – Sprinklers 60 

 61 

Turf area sprinklers are the exclusive responsibility of the Mutual. 62 

 63 

3.1. Shareholders are not permitted to install, relocate, or adjust sprinklers in turf 64 

areas. In order for the gardeners to have a true gauge of turf watering needs, 65 

shareholders are not permitted to hand water the grass or tree wells. 66 

 67 

3.2. Projects requested by shareholders which would result in changes in turf areas, 68 

such as patios extensions, paved seating areas (see Rule 05-7415-1), and 69 

garden expansions must be submitted to the Mutual Board in writing, and if 70 

approved, the cost of the project, will be at the shareholder’s expense. The 71 

shareholder will submit a hand-drawn plot plan showing all details of the request, 72 

drawn to scale, that can be easily understood with dimensions in feet and inches. 73 
 74 

3.3. Shareholders are asked to sweep walkways and avoid water hose cleaning to 75 

conserve water. (See Rule 05-7424-1) 76 
 77 

4. Garden Areas – Maintenance 78 

 79 

4.1. Shareholders must water their garden. If a resident does not adhere to the 80 

requirements of the landscape policy, the Mutual will advise the shareholder, in 81 
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writing, of the violation to be corrected. If the violation is not corrected the 82 

shareholder may be fined, and the Mutual will correct the violation at the 83 

shareholder’s expense. (See Rule 7581) 84 

 85 

4.2. The Mutual gardeners will trim and weed each resident’s garden periodically. 86 

 87 

4.3. To opt out of this service red flags should be placed in the garden, signaling that 88 

the resident will be responsible for maintaining the garden. Red flags are 89 

available from the Landscape Chair. 90 

 91 

4.4. Shareholders who decline gardening services are expected to keep their garden 92 

groomed and free of debris and weeds. If accumulated debris and weeds are not 93 

removed by the resident, the Mutual has the right to have gardening service 94 

perform this task, and it will be at the shareholder’s expense. 95 

 96 

4.5. Plant materials or hoses must not extend outside the boundaries of the garden 97 

area (as defined by “scallops” or other mowing strips), sidewalks, entry walks, 98 

turf, or into neighboring gardens. 99 

 100 

4.6. Plants must remain clear of rain gutters and not become entwined, lie upon nor 101 

touch the roof, patio beams, walls, or other parts of the building. 102 

 103 

4.7. A freestanding trellis may be utilized for plant support but must be installed far 104 

enough away from the building to prevent plants from touching or growing onto 105 

the building or deco blocks. 106 

 107 

4.8. Any plant materials within resident garden areas whose roots are, or by the 108 

nature of their growth pattern, may become damaging to the building structure, 109 

to walkways, to lawn areas, to sewers or to retaining walls must be removed. 110 

The Mutual may have the gardening service perform this task and any damages 111 

repaired will be at the shareholder’s expense. 112 

 113 

4.9. Only a limited number of ornamental items, on a site-specific basis, are allowed 114 

in the garden area. The Landscape Committee will determine if a garden is 115 

unreasonably cluttered. 116 
 117 

4.10. Mosquito control: Potted plants with saucers must be maintained by the resident 118 

with no standing water in the saucer at any time. Additionally, any other 119 

containers or ornaments on a porch, patio extension or in the garden must be 120 

water free at all times. Fountains are allowed but must be running at all times to 121 

prevent still water that invites mosquitoes to breed. Non-functioning fountains 122 
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must be emptied of water. 123 
 124 

4.11. The Mutual or the shareholder may add soil to enrich the garden and fill in as 125 

needed. Gardens with red flags are excepted. 126 
 127 

5. Garden Areas - Sprinklers 128 

 129 

5.1. Residents are responsible for watering their own garden area. 130 

 131 

5.2. Personal watering/sprinkler systems may be installed in garden areas at the 132 

expense of the shareholder. The watering/sprinkler system may not be 133 

connected to the Mutual’s automatic sprinkler systems. The shareholder’s 134 

sprinkler system must be installed in accordance with code requirements for 135 

attaching sprinkler systems to water supply lines and must be maintained at the 136 

expense of the shareholder. Systems must be installed by the Mutual 137 

Landscaper, and they are required to have a shut-off valve. 138 

  139 

5.3. The shareholder’s personal irrigation system sprinkler heads must be adjusted 140 

so as not to spray water onto the building structure. If the shareholder does not 141 

adhere to these sprinkler regulations, corrections or repairs will be done by the 142 

Mutual and charged to the shareholder. 143 
 144 

6. Garden Areas – Sizes 145 

 146 

6.1. Shareholders may have a garden area at the front of their apartment. The depth 147 

of this front garden area will normally match the adjacent apartments. 148 

Shareholders may request exemptions to this standard at their own expense. 149 

6.2. Mowing strips: All gardens must have an edging called a mowing strip made of 150 

stone, concrete, cement scallops, brick, or other approved dividers to define the 151 

edge of the garden at the  shareholder’s expense. Shareholders are required to 152 

maintain the mow strip, and replace it, if necessary. 153 

 154 

6.3. Shareholders may reconfigure front garden area with approval of the Landscape 155 

Committee. A sketch of the proposed plan should be submitted to the Landscape 156 

Committee for approval. 157 

 158 

6.4. Propane, butane, or charcoal barbecues shall be stored on the patio extension, 159 

paved seating area open porch but never stored in an enclosed patio. If a unit 160 

has no porch or patio extension, the barbecue must be covered and stored in 161 

the garden area adjacent to the main entry walkway, on a stable foundation of 162 

pavers or concrete. (See Rule 05-7427-1) 163 
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 164 

6.5. Residents of apartments A, F, G, and L may also have a garden area at the end 165 

of their apartment. Generally, the maximum depth of such a garden varies 166 

according to the design of each building. Changes to the size of the existing end 167 

gardens must be submitted in writing to the Board. The requested change shall 168 

be determined on an individual basis. Any planting done must not encumber 169 

entry to the attic by ladder or access to the meter panel. 170 

 171 

6.6. The garden area in front of bedroom windows that open or doors must have a 172 

36” wide path allowing for egress in emergencies and/or entry of emergency 173 

personnel. Any violation of this requirement will cause such plantings to be 174 

removed at the resident’s expense. 175 

 176 

6.7. The Mutual may allow a resident to have a garden area next to a laundry room. 177 

These garden areas may be requested in writing and may be granted on an 178 

individual basis. 179 

 180 

7. Garden Areas – Prohibited Plants, Flowers, and Bushes 181 

 182 

7.1. Approved Plants: Mutual 5 has a huge list of approved plants. However, most 183 

varieties of the following ARE ALLOWED: Cactus and Succulents, Aloes, 184 

Grasses, Yuccas, Dracaenas, Bushes and Flowering Shrubs, Roses, Lilies, and 185 

Annuals. Shareholders should avoid plants with creeping root systems. Call the 186 

Mutual Landscape Chair for advice before doing any major planting in a garden 187 

to avoid accidentally planting non-approved varieties.  188 

7.2. Non-Approved Plants: Any plant with the word “tree” in its name will probably be 189 

a non-approved plant that cannot be planted in the ground (See 7.2.2). Call the 190 

Mutual Landscape Chair if you are unsure about a plant. The following varieties 191 

are NOT ALLOWED: Large Cactus Varieties, Asparagus Ferns, Ivy, Wild Mint, 192 

Baby Tears, Citrus Trees, Spiderwort, Bamboo Family, Fruit Trees of Any 193 

Variety, Ficus, Palm Trees, Elephant Ears, Evergreen Trees, and Cypress 194 

Trees.  195 

7.2.1         NOTE: A number of the above-mentioned species have been         196 

                 planted in Mutual Five gardens over the years. As units are sold,    197 

                 these plants are being removed at the seller’s expense, and may    198 

                 no longer be planted in  shareholder’s garden. 199 

7.2.2         Non-approved plants such as dwarf citrus trees, small palms,  200 

                 asparagus ferns, etc. may be planted in a pot and placed on a  201 

                 concrete or stone root barrier in the garden. 202 

 203 

7.3. Small quantities of vegetables may be grown in gardens, but the garden cannot 204 
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be planted entirely with vegetables. There are public gardens nearby where 205 

vegetable enthusiasts can plant a large garden.  206 

 207 

7.4. All vegetables must be grown in a half-inch metal mesh rodent resistant 208 

enclosure minimum height of two feet. Ripe produce must be removed in a timely 209 

manner to deter rodents. 210 

 211 

7.5. No trees may be planted in the resident’s garden area. 212 

 213 

7.6. Only decorative pots are allowed in the garden area, paved seating area or on 214 

patios extensions. Black plastic nursery pots (or nursery pots of other colors)  are 215 

not allowed. The number of potted plants in a garden should be limited to 10 pots 216 

for every 10 feet of garden length. The Landscape Committee will determine if a 217 

garden has an unreasonable number of pots. 218 
 219 

7.7. All empty pots must be removed and stored out of sight in storage closet, carport 220 

storage, cupboard, or other out-of-sight area. 221 

 222 

7.8. Potted plants are not permitted on top of the pad mounted electrical 223 

transformers, nor may they be hung from or placed on pad mounted enclosures 224 

(per Policy 7492) or on telephone vaults. The area in front of the transformer 225 

door must be clear to a distance of eight (8) feet. 226 

 227 

7.9. Potted plants are not permitted on entrance walkways if they inhibit the 36-inch 228 

width entry requirement. 229 

 230 

8. Prohibited Uses of Garden Area 231 

 232 

8.1        Front and side gardens may not be used as storage areas. Items such as    233 

             garden soil, empty pots, garden tools, potting tables, cabinets, scaffolding,  234 

             ladders, shelving, bikes, kayaks, surf boards and other non-ornamental  235 

             items are prohibited in front and side gardens and may not block unit  236 

             windows. These items must be stored out of sight. 237 

 238 

9. Compliance 239 

 240 

9.1. The shareholder will be responsible for all routine maintenance, upkeep, and 241 

watering of any unit’s garden. 242 

 243 

9.2. A shareholder leasing their unit will be directly billed for all required remediation 244 

or damage caused to Mutual property by their lessee(s). 245 
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